HARMICHAEL HUNT

24 | AFL footballer

HAMISH
MCLENNAN

45 | advertising
executive

HATEM SALEH

39 | MD, Atlantic Group [v]

The former restaurateur is a key player in Melboume’s function
and catering industry, from South Wharf to Centyal Pier and
the new Atlantic Restaurant at Crown Casino.

| knew what | wanted Lo

da with my life when...

I wias sitting in A classroom &t
university doing an accgunting
degree, The class was all

about accounting theory and |
just kpew then and there thit
hospitality was for me — mingling
with customers to ensure they
walk dway with a memorable
GxpermEnce.

Who has been your greatest
motivation in life?

My accountant... whao at the
time | was thinking of ppening
upa function centre at South
Wharf told me I'd be making
the biggest mistake af my fife.
Needless (o say, be is no longer
my accauntant!

Your biggest break?

The Central Pler project.
Tendering for this development
af 7.so0s5qm of waterlrontage
in Melbourne "s Docklonds (and
winning in & highly competithe
process), I'm proud to say that
this precinet is now known as the
hottest destination lor parties
and events. Two derelict cargo
sheds were transformed to the
tune of $31 million.

How do you deal with

setbacks or difficult
challenges?

InApril 2006, the Victorian State
Govermment announced plans to
redevelop the South Wharf site
ard subsequently issued notice

to compulsorily acquere the land
where Atlantic Group [v] had been
syccessfully operating for seven
years, This was @ majar setback
but gave us the inspiration to
rebuild a business five times the
size a5 (he previous one al & new'
location (Central Pler, Docklands)?
There was obviously greater risk
but also gréater reward, Four
years on, history now tells that
this wenture is a great success.

It taught me naot to give up in the
face of adwversity.

Are there any wise words
guiding your actions?

My staff would tell you - *No'is
natan aption!™ For me it"s il if ﬁ
feels right i your heart, then Yo S
are making the right decision,”
What is something you think
every man should know?

Take time oul to enjoy life. It's

oo easy to gel swept up in the

day to day madness
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